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    Note Card Rubric    

 

 Distinguished Proficient Developing 
Exceeds the standard Achieves the standard Below the standard 

Content 
 

Relationship 
between note & 

heading; 
heading & 

Thesis (TS); 
note & PIE 

 
 

 

 Heading very clearly represents a 
main idea that can be generated 
into a topic sentence used to prove 
thesis. 

 Headings very clearly connect to 
the thesis of the paper or project. 

 Notes very clearly connect to the 
heading. 

 Note is evidence (i.e. facts, 
statistics, examples etc.). 

 Evidence strongly supports the 
main idea suggested by the 
heading. 

 Context and speaker is always 
present when direct quotations are 
used. 

 Personal comment can easily be 
generated into the “E” sentence[s] 
of PIE. 
 

 Heading somewhat clearly 
represents a main idea that can be 
generated into a topic sentence used 
to prove thesis. Some clarification 
may be needed. 

 Headings clearly connect to the 
thesis of the paper or project. 

 Notes clearly connect to the 
heading. 

 Note is evidence (i.e. facts, 
statistics, examples etc.). 

 Evidence somewhat supports the 
main idea suggested by the heading. 

 Context and speaker is always 
present when direct quotations are 
used. 

 Personal comment can be generated 
into the “E” sentence[s] of PIE. 
 

 Connection between heading 
and note is unclear. 

 Connection between heading 
and thesis is unclear. 

 How the heading will generate 
into a topic sentence supporting 
the thesis is unclear. 

 Notes do not clearly connect to 
the heading. 

 “Note” tends to be the main 
idea of the source rather than 
evidence. 

 Quotations are overused and/or 
missing context and speaker for 
proper use in the paper. 

 Personal comment cannot be 
generated into the “E” 
sentence[s] of PIE. 

 

 
Format 

 

 

 Notes are written legibly in ink on  
       4x6 index cards. 

 Only one piece of evidence is 
written on ONE side of each card. 

 Source is always accurately listed 
providing page number when 
appropriate.  

 Personal note cards are used or 
personal comments are clearly 
enclosed in [ ] or written on the 
back of the card. 

 Research style is consistently and 
accurately followed. 

 Notes are written somewhat legibly 
in ink on 4x6 index cards. 

 Usually one piece of evidence is 
written on one side of each card. 

 Source is usually accurately listed 
providing page number when 
appropriate.  

 Personal note cards are usually used 
or personal comments are usually 
enclosed in [ ] or written on the 
back of the card. 

 Research style is somewhat 
accurately followed. 

 Note cards have several 
problems relating to 
format. 

 Revision is necessary to 
demonstrate an 
understanding of the 
process. 

 Revision is necessary to 
avoid problems with 
content including potential 
plagiarism issues. 

 


